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Decisions, decisions, decisions é 

How do you design a nature reserve that most 
effectively protects biodiversity given limited resources? 
What type of monitoring 
program do you need to 
see set up to ensure that a 
revegetation program is  

achieving its stated 
objectives? Whatôs the 
best way to protect an 
endangered species with 
limited resources?  

These are the types of 

challenges that natural resource managers are making 
decisions about all the time, often in the face of 
enormous uncertain ty.  

Consequently, thereôs an urgent need to develop 

methods and tools that will assist managers and policy 
makers to incorporate the best available knowledge, 
identify costs and benefi ts, and make defensible 
decisions that acknowledge this uncertainty. A nd thatôs 
where AEDA comes in.  

 

What  is  AEDA?  

AEDA is group of eminent research ecologists whose 

work focuses on quantitatively -oriented conservation 
science. The ultimate aim of their efforts is to improve 

decision -making for environmental management by  
developing science -based tools 
and methods for land 
managers, government 
agencies and groups involved 
in natural resource 
management.  

AEDAôs scientists are world 
renowned in their areas of 
expertise, and are based in 
Brisbane (University of 

Queensland), Canberra 

(Australian National University) 
and Melbourne (University of 
Melbourne and RMIT).  

AEDAôs focus 

AEDA will focus on three areas of innovation:  

 -monitoring: examining why, what and how 
monitoring is carried out in order to ensure it is done 
effec tively. This theme also 

examines how much money 
is spent on what.  

-prioritisation and spatial 
planning: research on how 
resources are best applied in 
issues such as designing 

reserves or allocating funds 
for the management of 
threatened species.  

-environ mental decision 
making : investigating how 

we makes decisions. This 
theme overarches everything 
AEDA does. How do groups of 
people come to make decisions?  

The research being done by AEDA underpins major 
natural resource management efforts such as state -of -

the -environment reporting,  ameliorating the impact of 

habitat fragmentation, water management, invasive and 

threatened species management and adapting to global 
warming.  

Funding  

AEDA is a Commonwealth Environmental Research 

Facility (CERF). The CERF progr am was established by 
the Australian Governmentôs Department of Environment 
and Water Resources to support world class, public good 
research through collaborative work between Australiaôs 
best environmental researchers across a range of 

disciplines. These collaborations will advance our 
understanding of current and emerging challenges facing 
the conservation and use of the nationôs environmental 
assets.  

 
`  

 


